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  “I have seen the future,...and it works.” So said the 

famous American progressive journalist Lincoln Steffens in 1919, 

after a visit to the newly-created Soviet Union. Meeting the no-

less famous financier and statesman Bernard Baruch,* Steffens 

explained how Marxist principles were the answer to the age-old 

problems of poverty, tyranny, and oppression, how a government-

controlled economy would assure prosperity and freedom for all. 

Well, we all know how well that “worked.” Before the Soviet 

system collapsed under its own weight, it had starved some five 

or six million of its own citizens, while sending hundreds of 

thousands of dissidents to the gulags of Siberia. “I have seen 

the future, and it works?” Well, maybe, maybe not. 

  But, perhaps this quotation is exactly the wrong way 

to begin this sermon, a sermon based largely on the introduction 

to St. John’s First Letter. For, John begins his letter with 

much that same idea, although, sadly, that idea is obscured by 

most translations, which suggest what John has seen and is 

testifying to is “eternal life” -- which, when you think about 

it, doesn’t even make much sense. How can John and the rest have 

“seen,” much less testify to, “eternal life.” No, what John and 

the others have seen and now testify to is “the life of the 

age.” Now, I have mentioned this before, but it bears repeating, 

because this concept permeates and undergirds the entire New 

Testament (not to mention the Old). Devout Jews believed that 

all of world history is divided into two great periods, two 

great eras, two great epochs, two great aeons, two great “ages,” 

-- this present age, which St. Paul sometimes refers to as “this 

present evil age,” this age we now live in, which is filled with 

hardship and oppression, with injustice and misery and 

suffering. But, then there would be “the age to come,” God’s  
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great age -- I hesitate to use the phrase “new age,” because in 

recent years that has had very different connotations. But, this 

is the age, or the era, or the great epoch, when God will reign, 

when God’s justice and mercy will govern the entire earth, the 

great age when, as Isaiah suggests, “the lion will lie down with 

the lamb,” when the dry desiccated desert will flower and bloom, 

when the blind will be given back their sight, when those 

unjustly imprisoned will be released, when the oppressed will be 

set free, and when the poor, at long last, finally get some good 

news. This will be God’s glorious coming age, Jeremiah writes, 

when (as YHWH, Israel’s God, declares): “...they will all know 

me, from the greatest of them to the last, says YHWH, for I will 

forgive their iniquity and will remember their sin no more.” 

  Two great periods, two great epochs, two great 

aeons:...”this present evil age,”....and God’s glorious “age to 

come” (for which the New Testament’s shorthand is simply “the 

age”). 

  And, John begins his letter with “We’ve seen it. We’ve 

heard it with our own ears; we’ve seen it with our own eyes; 

we’ve touched and handled it with our own hands! And, what we 

have seen and heard and touched and handled and experienced is 

nothing less than ‘the life of the age,’ the life of ‘the age to 

come’!” Everything that Israel has waited for, everything that 

Judaism has prayed for; indeed, everything that the world has 

been longing for we have seen and heard and touched and handled 

in Jesus, God’s Messiah. God has kept His Word; God has 

fulfilled His Promise, and, John writes, we can testify to it. 

We’ve seen, in Jesus, what God’s “coming age” looks like -- “and 

it works.” The blind do receive their sight. The paralyzed are 

restored. The hungry are fed. The sick are healed. The widows 

are provided for. The fishermen’s nets do overflow. The lepers 

are cleansed. The demons are sent packing. The arrogant do get 

their come-uppance. The dead are raised. And, a country wedding  



-3- 
 

is treated to the finest wine. “We have seen what life looks 

like, when God reigns” -- when God’s kingdom comes, when God’s 

will is done, on earth as it is in heaven. In other words, “we 

have seen God’s future, and it works!” 

  And, not only have we seen God’s future, God’s “age to 

come” in Jesus, John might have written,...but we have also seen 

it in God’s people, God’s people so transformed by God’s love 

that they sold everything they had, pooled all their resources, 

and made sure that anyone who had a need was provided for.” In 

other words, “we have seen God’s future, and it works” -- for 

all of God’s people, even here, even now. 

  But, the coming of God’s reign, the coming of God’s 

“new age” also means the defeat of the evil which marks “this 

present evil age.” And, John might well have added, “We’ve seen 

that, too.” We’ve seen how the powers of evil marshalled all 

their forces to defeat God’s reign of life and to assure that 

death would still get the final word. We were there when evil 

did its worst -- and we were there when Jesus’s Resurrection 

signaled that God’s gift of life, God’s Word of Life, gets the 

last word. 

  But, not only might John have written that we have 

seen and heard and touched and handled what the world looks like 

when God’s coming age arrives, what God’s people look like when 

God’s future arrives, what the defeat of evil looks like when 

God’s reign is complete, we have seen and heard and touched and 

handled what we will be like in the Resurrection, for we have 

seen and heard and touched and even handled the risen Lord, just 

as Thomas had asked. 

  Yes, in Jesus, in Jesus’s life and ministry, in His 

teaching and healing, in His death and resurrection, God has 

given us a “sneak preview” of what the world looks like, what we 

will be like, when “this present evil age” gives way to God’s 

coming age. And, echoing Jeremiah, John has shown us the portal  
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that gets us there, nothing less than “the forgiveness of sins.” 

“I will forgive their iniquity, and will remember their sin no 

more.” “If we confess our sins, God will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

  Yes, in Jesus, God has given us a sneak preview of 

“God’s age to come.” By the power of the Spirit, God invites us, 

even now, to share in the life of “God’s age to come.” Through 

the gift of forgiveness, God empowers us to be people of “God’s 

age to come.” At which point, we may join with John in 

declaring, “What we have seen and heard and touched and handled 

and experienced is nothing less than the Word of Life, the life 

of ‘the age to come’!” Or, to put it another way, “We have seen 

God’s future, and, yes -- God’s future works.”   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Chapter 5, Why Nations Fail, James A. Robinson, 2012, 
publicism.com 


